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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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A personal video recorder having a user-controlled data capture 
iction, tiie recorder comprising: 

an imput for receiving an audiovisual signal and an output for outputting 
said audiovisual signal; 

a buffet for buffering said audiovisual signal, said buffer retaining a portion 
of said audiovisual signal after that portion has been output by said recorder; 
a data storage unit; and 

a processor that receives input from a user input device; 

wherein, upon receipt of a user command input through said user input 
device, said processorYecords a segment of said audiovisual signal in said data 
storage unit, said segment of said audiovisual signal comprising: 

a first predetermined amount of said portion of said audiovisual 

signal retained in s^jd buffer after that same portion has been output by said 

recorder; and 

a second predetermined amount of said portion of said audiovisual 
signal output by said recorder after receipt of said user command. 

2. The recorder of clami 1, wherein said processor associates an 
identifying label with each said segment of said audiovisual signal recorded in said 
data storage unit. 



25 3. The recorder of claim 2, wherein said processor generates an index 

of segments of said audiovisual signal recorded in said data storage unit using said 
identifying label of each said segment. 
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4. The recorder of claim 1 J wherein said data storage unit is a hard 



drive. 



5. The recorder of claim L wherein said user input device comprises a 
remote control unit and said recorded comprises a receiver for receiving input from 
said remote control unit. 
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6. The recorder of claim! 5, wherein said user input device comprises a 
plurality of remote control units, ea£h of which can issue said user command to 
said recorder. 
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7. The recorder of clainfi 6, wherein said processor records an 
indication with each segment of saip audiovisual signal recorded in said data 
storage unit as to which remote control unit ordered recording of that segment. 



8. 



The recorder of clai: 



predetermined amounts are set by 



1, wherein said first and second 
lser input through said user input device. 



9. The recorder of 
is determined by a length of time 
user input device for issuing said 



1 0. The recorder of cl 
receiving removable data storage 
segments from said data storage 
input device. 



claim 1, wherein said second predetermined amount 
luring which a user actuates a button on said 
iser command. 



41m 1 , further comprising a disk drive for 
disks, wherein said processor transfers recorded 
onit to said disk drive under control of said user 
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11. A method of capturing jiata with a personal video recorder having a 
user-controlled data capture function, jthe recorder comprising: 

an input for receiving an audiovisual signal and an output for outputting 
said audiovisual signal; / 

a buffer for buffering said au liovisual signal, said buffer retaining a portion 
of said audiovisual signal after that portion has been output by said recorder; and 

a data storage unit; 

said method comprising, updn receipt of a user command, recording a 
segment of said audiovisual signal i i said data storage unit, said segment of said 
audiovisual signal comprising: 

a first predetermined 

signal retained in said buffer 

recorder; and 

a second predetermined amount of said portion of said audiovisual 
signal output by said recorde t after receipt of said user command 



amount of said portion of said audiovisual 
after that same portion has been output by said 



12. The method of clairri 
identifying label with each said 
data storage unit. 



seg ment 



1 3 . The method of clain i 
segments of said audiovisual sign* 



11, further comprising associating an 

of said audiovisual signal recorded in said 



12, further comprising generating an index of 
recorded in said data storage unit using said 



identifying label of each said segn lent. 

14. The method of clai nil, wherein said user input device comprises a 
plurality of remote control units, ( ach of which can issue said user command to 
said recorder, said method further comprising recording an indication with each 
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segment of said audiovisual signal recorded in said data storage unit as to which 
remote control unit ordered recording of that segment. 



15. The method of claim 1 1 
second predetermined amounts by usei 
recorder. 



16, The method of claim 1 1 
second predetermined amount as a length 
button on a user input device of said 



further comprising setting said first and 
input through a user input device of said 



further comprising determining said 
of time during which a user actuates a 
recorder for issuing said user command. 



17. A personal video recorder having a user-controlled data capture 
function, the recorder comprising: 

input means for receiving an a idiovisual signal and output means for 
outputting said audiovisual signal; 

a buffer means for buffering s ud audiovisual signal, said buffer means 
retaining a portion of said audiovisual signal after that portion has been output by 
said recorder; 

a data storage means; and 

a processor means that receives input from a user input means; 
wherein, upon receipt of a use r command input through said user input 

a segment of said audiovisual signal in said 
said audiovisual signal comprising: 
a first predetermined amount of said portion of said audiovisual 
signal retained in said buffer peans after that same portion has been output 
by said recorder; and 

a second predetermined amount of said portion of said audiovisual 
signal output by said recorder kfter receipt of said user command. 



means, said processor means records 
data storage means, said segment of 
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1 8. The recorder of claim 1 , furfher comprising: 
means for associating an identifying label with each said segment of said 

audiovisual signal recorded in said data sjforage means; and 

means for indexing segments of said audiovisual signal recorded in said 
data storage means using said identifying label of each said segment. 

19. The recorder of claim 1, \ /herein said user input means comprise at 



least one remote control unit and said n 



order comprises a receiving means for 



receiving input from said remote control unit. 
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20. The recorder of claim 19L wherein said user input means comprise a 
plurality of remote control units, each of which can issue said user command to 
said recorder, wherein said processor means records an indication with each 
segment of said audiovisual signal recprded in said data storage means as to which 
remote control unit ordered recording of that segment. 
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2 1 . The recorder of claim 1 , further comprising means for setting said 
first and second predetermined amoi/nts. 

22. The recorder of clairrf 1 , further comprising means for transmitting 
said segments of said audiovisual signal recorded in said data storage means from 
said recorder. 
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